
PASSING SHOTS 

 SUMMER 2017 

Who would argue that Rafa 
deserved his singles crown 
at Roland Garros?  (I shed 
a tear or two for gutsy 
Stan). What a 20th birthday 
present for Jelena 
Ostapenko from Latvia 
winning the ladies title.  
And…how about our 

Canadians?  Gabriella Dabrowski (with 
partner Rohan Bopanna) won mixed 

doubles and is the first Canadian woman 
ever to win a grand slam title!  The girls 
also did magnificently: Bianca Andreescu 
and Carson Branstine were doubles 
champions.  

And, on the subject of the FRENCH OPEN 

and our own Crepes and Creme event, no 

report on who the NWTC champion of the 
Day was but Anne comments as follows: 
“the event was well attended by members 
decked out in blue, white and red in support 
of the Roland Garros Final – there were lots 
of fun matches, the crepes received rave 
reviews thanks to Lee’s apple, pear and 
rhubarb compote, topped with fresh 
whipped cream and chocolate shavings. 
Special thanks to Anne, Arwi and Fanny 
for their crepe making skills and to Terri for 
providing her crepe maker. Thanks also to 
the many club members who brought their 
French inspired treats. It was truly “tres 
delicieux.” 

SPRING LEAGUES – hats off to all 

members of our two women’s teams and 3 
men’s teams, including many new 
participants, for enthusiastically participating 
in often highly competitive and challenging 
matches.  We hope you had fun and thank 
you for representing NWTC so well.   
Now to our winning team - whole-hearted 
congratulations to the New West 
Daredoubles, our Ladies Div. 3 (Day) team 

who won their division and move up to Div. 
2 next year. Sig Novak (Co Capt. with Terri 
Welch) says it was a very tight race and 

they won by just 3 points against 
Northshore Winterclub! This qualifies the 
‘Daredoubles’ to compete in the Miele Cup 
(Aug 4-6).  What a wonderful excuse for a 
weekend in Whistler to cheer them on! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Junior Program -  M-F July 3 - 27   
8:30 - 1:30pm daily. Supervised play Tues. 
and Thurs. pm on 2 courts only. 

Celebrate Wimbledon - Sun July 16 
“Whites and Woodies” (maybe), 
strawberries for sure! 

New Members Day  
Coming soon - stay tuned for details of a 
day to include fun, competitive team play 

Club Tournament Sat 26 Aug - Sat 

Sept. 16.  Awards and Wrap Up Party 

Sat Sept. 23. 

Webster Cup - September 

 

  

L. to R back row: Marilyn, Lori, Denise, Cheryl, 

Terri, Amelia, Sheila, Karen. Front R: Sig, Elaine, 

Vicki, Anne. Missing: Sharon 



Page 2 

NEW MEMBERS  

We welcome: Erin Booth, San Cheon, Kerry 
Chin, Charise, Chen and Feliciana Chiu, 
Fanny Chu, Milorad Dejanovic, Kasia 
Dzieciolowska, Melissa Fahey, Tom 
Fetterley, Francisco Gallardo, Hardev Gill, 
Karl Haase, Anoma Hettige, Jarred Kramer, 
Geoffrey Lenahan, Zoran Nesic, Richard 
Park, Sharon Williams. 
We love it when former members can’t live 
without us so a big welcome back to: 
Gary Chan, Carole Hickey, Vladan Kosoric 
and Elaine Winnett. 

 

ORGANIZED PLAY  

We are sure you have noticed that 
Organized Play Director, Adi Madhavan, 
has been busy setting up and trying out new 
or revised programs. He comments that 
they are almost entirely the result of 
responses received from members to the 
2016 year-end survey and is delighted with 
the turnout and enthusiasm. Here is current 
Organized Play at a glance: 

MON - Men’s Night  
TUES - Women’s Night 
WED - Singles (ladder) 
FRI EVE - Mixed Doubles (2 courts) 
SAT - Beginners 1 - 2:30pm (2 courts) 
Also to Come:   
SAT - Skills and Drills (fee based) 

**Note:  for most of these events you need 
to sign up so watch your e-mails and check 
the website calendar regularly. If you have 
questions or need information contact Adi 
at organized_play@nwtennis.com.  

 

SOME SAD NEWS …many of you will 

remember David Jennings, a member for 
several years before moving to Vancouver.  
David passed away at the age of 36 after a 
long battle with cancer. Member Lee 
Stephens says of him, “David was a kind, 
thoughtful and honest young man who 
always had a positive outlook and a good 

word for everyone around him. Rest in 
Peace David.” 

 

More on 

ORGANIZED PLAY  

For the month of July Mixed Organized Play 
goes to Saturday morning. so, all the 
Monday to Friday toilers can now 
participate!  If you are not signed up, 
contact Chris Morrey-Jones at 
mj@griffledon.ca 

 

 

NEW FEATURE- profile of a 

Member 

Juan Carlos Berretta is our first candidate 
(victim!). Juan had major heart surgery in 
December and he returned recently to Friday 
morning organized play. Welcome back Juan! 
Here is his 
story: 
 
To summarize 
the life of a 77 
years old guy 
who has lived 
and worked in 
three fantastic 
countries, has 
had two 
marriages, four 
sons, seven Canadian grand kids, and a six-way 
bypass you have to be surrealistic. 
Born in Argentina, graduated as an engineer 
after long seven years, followed by two more 
years at UCLA. Those were the hippies’ times, 
Woodstock Festival, marihuana and the Beatles. 
I would stop my car at a red light in Sunset 
Boulevard side by side with Henry Fonda (do 
you remember him?). Ronald Reagan signed my 
graduation certificate. The best man at my 
wedding was one of the designers of the Apollo 
spaceship that landed the first man on the 
moon. My short honeymoon was at Disneyland. 
In the meantime, I was designing digital 
equipment in Pasadena. 

I came to Canada thirty years ago and I 
happened to stay in BC. My family sprouted 
here. My four sons are engineers from UBC. 
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And yes, my wife and I are tango dancers - I met 
her 22 years ago taking tango lessons in 
Vancouver. Photography has always been my 
main hobby (my father put a Kodak camera in 
my hands when I was six). I have been a 
horrible tennis player for sixty years and 
reasonably good writer (literature certificate from 
Cambridge and liberal arts from SFU).  

Canada is the most exciting country on earth 
where my New West Tennis club is with its 
magnificent people (they suffer me on the court 
without saying a word).  

My second marriage was on Salt Spring Island - 
it was a gorgeous summer day. I visit the 
Okanagan Valley every year and set foot once 
on Haida Gwaii, an unforgettable experience. 
What else can I ask for?   ……3 

Just as an addendum to Juan’s story; he 
mentions photography as one of his hobbies 
- many of the great photos taken at our 30 
Year Reunion last fall were his creation.  
 

AROUND THE CLUB  

Repairs to the Building - repairs must 
be done to the clubhouse decks, railings 
and patio doors. The clubhouse exterior 
also needs to be painted. The Executive 
will, of course, try to minimize the impact on 
court play but your understanding is 
requested.  Check your e-mails and club 

calendar for further details. An AED 
(defibrillator) has been purchased for the 
Club. It is hanging on the right-hand side of 
the lower level entrance to the courts. 
Everyone is encouraged to familiarize 
themselves with the instructional manual 
and CD located with the AED. 
President Andre Scali advises that it is 
easy to use but please feel free to contact 
him at president@newtennis.com if you’d 
like help. 

 

 

     

 

MEMBER CONCERNS 

The changes to our website and court 
webcam have been made to address 
privacy and information concerns. We are 
legally obliged to make sure we use 
personal information for the purposes for 
which it was intended. We have therefore 
developed a ‘privacy and information’ plan 
and you will notice changes to documents 
and application forms to reflect these 
requirements.  E-mail Andre at 
president@nwtennis.com if you have 
questions. 

JUNIOR PROGRAM 

Did you forget to sign up your child for the 
Junior Program?  It has only just started 
(July 3-27) and you can still sign up if you 
hurry. Contact Junior Program Director 
Deborah Pettigrew at 
junior_program@nwtennis.com 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 

The Membership Roster is now in the 
‘Members Only’ section on our website. 
Don’t have an account and need help in 
setting it up?  Contact Peter at 
communications@nwtennis.com. 

A COUPLE OF REMINDERS - if 

you are the last one to leave the club, be 
sure to make sure all the doors and 
windows are locked before setting the 
alarm.  And before you head to the club in 
anticipation of a fun game of tennis, to avoid 
disappointment check the website calendar  
to make sure there are no planned events. 
You do not need to use the member log-in 
for this purpose. 

TENNIS B.C.  

Our NWTC Treasurer, Denise Wong sits on 
the Board of Tennis B.C. We thought we 
would find out if she is enjoying the 
challenge and perhaps how her new-found 
knowledge might benefit our club.  Novice 
reporter Hilary talked to her: 
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Denise - firstly, what goals prompted you to 
seek involvement with Tennis BC? 
D.  I had seen the call for Expression of Interest 
emails for a couple of years with the Tennis BC 
Insider and every year I was too afraid to apply 
fearing I wasn’t a good enough tennis player. 
Then in 2016, I decided - what do I have to 
lose? I’m passionate about the game and I 
wanted to learn more how the game is promoted 
and evolves around the province. I wanted to 
inspire others, if not to love it, to follow it - like 
they follow hockey and basketball. I felt my 
professional experiences could make up for 
where my physical game might be lacking! 

Has it or do you think it will fulfill those 
goals? 
D.  I am so impressed with the individuals that 
make up the Board. They are experts in their 
own fields and bring their unique views, skills 
and experiences. I’m learning so much from 
their depth of experience and I’m definitely 
learning how we are promoting the game and it’s 
quite exciting to see how the uptake of tennis is 
spreading across the province. So, in short, I 
think being on the Board of Tennis BC will fulfill 
my goal of inspiring others to play tennis. 

How do you feel your directorship in Tennis 
BC helps NWTC as a club?  
D. I think it helps the NWTC Executive to be 
more aware of the benefits of membership in 
Tennis BC.  For example, I learned that we 
could save money on our comprehensive 
insurance through Tennis BC.  As a result, the 
NWTC Exec made the change last year for a 
saving of $500 annually and paid 50% less than 
the previous year.  
Other benefits include reviewing and sharing the 
best practices of other similar clubs and learning 
about trends in the world of tennis. I bring these 
observations back to the Executive Team and if 
it’s practical and enhances the NWTC club 
experience we try to implement them as much 
as we can. 

Are there ways in which members of NWTC 
could benefit from individual membership in 
Tennis BC, other than participating in league 
or other tournaments? 
D. It is true that currently an individual joins 
Tennis BC to play in leagues and tournaments; 
Tennis BC also gives access to the ranking 
points system.  Membership is being reviewed in 
general so stay tuned for more information. 

 
Are there other things you could tell us 
about Tennis BC that we might not know and 
that would surprise or interest us? 
D. *At Tennis BC we are a volunteer group of 
directors with representation from the Island, the 
Interior and the Lower Mainland. 
*We are one of the few provincial sport 
organizations where all board members are still 
active tennis players. 
*We meet annually in October for a two-day 
strategic planning session where we review the 
goals set by the Tennis BC CEO and debate, 
discuss and endorse short and medium-term 
plans to further the game of tennis across B.C. 
*Davis Cup is put on by Tennis Canada not 
Tennis B.C. 
*The BC representative on the Tennis Canada 
Board isn’t necessarily from the Tennis BC 
board. 
*You can donate to Tennis BC 
www.tenniscanada.com/donate/ (through Tennis 
Matters) or through our new Vancouver 
Foundation page: 
www.vancouverfoundation.ca/tennisBC. 

Denise, thank you and good luck with all 
your endeavours.  

Just a reminder to check our website 
calendar regularly and as another way to 
follow Club news and tennis news in 
general, we now have a NWTC 
Facebook  & Twitter handle @nwtennisclub 
follow us. 

That’s all for this edition - enjoy your tennis, 
the excitement of Wimbledon and make 
sure to keep July 16 free to participate in 
the club’s celebration of this great 
tournament.  

 
Finally, from the great Arthur Ashe on 
tennis and life: “success is a journey not a 
destination. The doing is more important 
than the outcome.” 
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