
PASSING SHOTS 

summer 2015 
 
Wimbledon is over and 
after some awe-inspiring 
matches, champions Novak 
Djokovic and Serena 
Williams have 
demonstrated their 

supremacy. Bravo Vasek Pospisil for 
becoming Canada’s latest contender to 
seriously challenge the top singles players! 
And now to our own Wimbledon celebration 
- a big thank you to Social Director Lee 
Stevens who with the help of Anne 
Wong, whipped up strawberries and cream 
delights (Anne says she just ate them!) and 
to Mischa Djordjevic who provided 
delicious homemade crepes filled with nuts, 
jams and chocolate.  Unfortunately Mother 
Nature intervened with enough rain to spoil 
some tennis games - sadly not enough to do 
much to quench our forest fires. 

 
Spring Leagues 
We salute captains and all our teams for 
competing. This year was a challenging one!  
Kudos to first-time captain Hui Shi and C1 
team for coming 2nd in their division. 
Thanks also to Shawn Duffy for stepping 
up as B1 Captain.  Organized Play Director, 
Harminder Bhupal comments: 
“We need to play our best but at the end of 
the day participating in Spring League 
matches is “social” and we need to play hard 
and have fun!” 

 
The Junior Program is in full swing.  
Just a reminder that it runs Mon-Fri until 
July 30. All courts will be in use from 
8:30-12:30 with the exception of court 4 
which is available until 9:45am.   
 

 
Club member Denise Suan 
fulfills one of her life long dreams! 
In May Denise met her tennis heroes. Not 
only that, she hit balls with them!  She 
participated in the 2015 Powershare Series 
tournament at UBC. The event included an 
hour long hitting session, an autographed 
photo, a Q & A period, dinner and drinks 
and then to cap off the day, front row seats 
to watch the matches.  For the hitting 
session, 10 pairs would take turns  “having a 
go” at the legendary players. Denise and her 
partner played against Pete Sampras and 
Michael Chang, the two who were her tennis 
inspiration growing up. She says “we were 
able to get a good 8-10+ stroke rally going 
although it took a moment to adjust to their 
top spin and exchanging volleys with Chang 
at the net was surreal. I even managed to 
lob over Sampras’ head!”  

Then there was the 
evening session.  
First the Q and A 
session and then 
the matches 
started - 
Phillipoussis vs. 
Chang, McEnroe 
vs. Sampras with 
the winners 
playing each other. From her front row seat 
Denise says she could feel the power and 
speed and was ready to duck when McEnroe 
served his famous can opener serve.  She 
says of the whole event “these guys are class 
acts and it was definitely an amazing 
bucket-list experience I can check off and I’ll 
remember it for a long time”. 
Bravo Denise for pursuing your dream! 

/2 

  



And more news about our 
members: 

Voya and Tina (and son Marko) were 
very active members of the club and made 
many friends; we were sad to see them go.  
Here is their letter to you and since two or 
three months have elapsed since their 
departure, we are happy to provide a little 
update on their new life in Montreal: 

 

Dear tennis friends, 
As most of you probably know by now, our 
family is moving and starting a new chapter in 
Montreal, Quebec.  
We are very excited about this move, and very 
sad for leaving our club and tennis friends, as it 
is a very prominent part of our lives and we 
enjoyed playing with all of you. 
It will be bitter sweet feeling around Webster 
Cup time as well as our club tournament time. 
We loved competing, representing our beautiful 
club, no matter if it was a Beach league or a 
spring league match, we always tried our best 
to kick butt and make a few points for NW :) as 
our club is the best, right? 
Well, please stay healthy and in good spirits 
(even if that ball was actually "in" and was 
called "out"). :) 
Love to all of you! 
Thanks for every game we played together, it 
was our absolute pleasure knowing you all. 
Marko, Voya and Tina 

 

Tina, Voya and Marko are having a very 
busy summer and doing well. They miss 
NWTC but have joined a Montreal clay 
court outdoor club and Tina is playing Div.1 
League. All the family went to Serbia and 
Montenegro where Tina performed her 
show and they visited family & friends. Tina 
is also going to Rwanda in July to perform 
at a Festival and she has created a website 
www.tinamilo.com. 

 
 

 

 

Pat Runge 
We were saddened to hear that life member 
Pat Runge passed away in May. Pat was in 
her forties when she joined the club and a 
beginner tennis player. She competed in 
ladies league and achieved Div 1 status! 

She was very active in the club and was the 
third recipient of the Aleiki Stubbs award 
(awarded for services to the club and the 
game of tennis).  Nina Tomasic, fellow life 
member says of her, “Pat was a lovely 
person. She was always organizing socials, 
bringing goodies to the club and she was 
always cheerful”. 
Pat was also an accomplished painter and 
on retirement started a cottage industry 
with her husband, receiving commissions 
for portraits. 
Rest in Peace Pat. 

 
Welcome to New Members 
Bill Allen, Lori Beechinor, Neil Bordelau, 
Don Chorley, Diane Cutting, Nikola 
Erakovic, Andre Gaudet, Jeffrey Hay, 
Theresa Ho, Gary Lambert, Juan Sebastian 
Libreros, Bertha Martin, Albert Michael, 
Jenny Moore, Ray Sakai, Sergiy 
Shchetynin, Hal Shin, David Sotiroff, Peter 
Szabo. 
If you meet them on the courts be sure to 
welcome them and help them feel at ease. 

Social Events 
 
Our appreciation goes to new member Nik 
Erakovic for providing and cooking the 
juicy and tender chicken and pork kebobs, 
and sausages for our first BBQ of the year. 
Kudos to Anne for helping with the 
preparation and shopping for food for this 
and other social events.   

Lee says watch for more information about 
upcoming pot lucks and social events. 

Club Tournament - thank you to Chris 
Morrey-Jones who has agreed once again 
to direct the tournament. It begins the last 
weekend in August. Details to follow. 
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http://www.tinamilo.com/


Summer Sunday Beach League - 
interclub, men’s, ladies and mixed FUN 
matches, home and away.  Players are still 
needed. Contact Andre Scali 
arseniclad@hotmail.com.  Andre says 
“everyone is welcome to play”. Ladies, at 
‘press time’ he is also looking for someone 
who can help him organize the ladies 
matches.  

 

This and That: 
 
To view our Webcam, just go to the club 
website nwtennis.com, click on about us 
and court webcam. IF you want to  live 
stream you must have an account. See login 
form on right hand side and click on “create 
an account”. Thank you to Sinisa Rudan  
for installing the new webcam (it’s great but 
I just hope no-one checks it out when I’m 
playing!!) 
 
Our thanks to Irene and Jeff , who do 
such a great job of looking after our club 
and grounds, for taking it upon themselves 
to repair and paint our tennis benches so 
that they would match our beautiful, 
newly, resurfaced courts. 
 

Coaching – Club Coach, Shelley 
Roxburgh can be contacted at 
shelleyroxy@yahoo.com.  If you think you 
might want to join a ‘skills and drills’ group 
you could also contact Assistant Coach, 
Djordje Leposavic at 604-454-8168 (a 
text might be better than a phone call).  
 
 

 

 

July 15, 2015 

 

 

 

 

The 2015 membership rosters are 
available.  Corrections can be made for the 
next printing by e-mailing Anne at 
awong2K@telus.net 

And a tip from Anne who says, “the view of 
the Canada Day fireworks in New West was 
awesome from the clubhouse deck! No extra 
charge, free parking and no crowds. What 
more could you ask for?” 
And thank you to Mike M. - who made sure 
we celebrated the day in style with Canadian 
Flags.  
 

And finally….. 

Thank you to all those who contributed to 
this newsletter, particularly the “human” 
stories.  I would love your feedback and 
more stories!  Contact Hilary at 
blakhi@telus.net. 

Have a great summer with lots of fun tennis 
games. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.nwtennis.com 

604-522-6022 
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